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Harvesting profits: B.C. leads the way

hns Godsall believes

he has seen the

future of forestry, and
it irveohves. uniting B.C."s log-
ging herltage with cuttingedge
underwater technology.

"My job was to marry
two,” says Godsall, founder
and president of Victonabased
Triton Logging. “i wasn't a
marmage of love,” he adds. ‘it
was an aranged marrage.”

Triton is curmently harwest
ing trees from the bed of B.C.'s
Nechako Reservolr, which was
flooded by Alcan In the 19505
to power the Kitimat smedter,
and Godsall aims 1o take his
technology global. Triton has
cormpleted planning work for a
project in Missouri and recently
submitted a report to Forestry
Tesmania.

Godsall comes (o under-
water logging from the forestry
side. He was working for @ iog
salage compary in 2000
when he had a brainstorm: rg
a chainsaw 10 8 remotety oper-
ated submarine. He pitched
the idea to his employers, who
told hirm he was crazy. 5o he
started his own ,

Godsall isn't the first B.C.
entrepreneur 1o dream of
reaping the bounty of the workd's
flooded forests, At about the
same time that he founded
Triton, Vierman's Aguatic
Ceflulose was trumpating an
agreement to log the floor of a
reservolr behind Brazil's
Tucurul cam, founder Gary
Ackles touted the environmen-
tal benefits of harvesting the
world's lake bottoms instead
of its Iving forests, citing the
US$650 million In rare hard-
woods waiting to be scooped
from the floor of the Brazilian
reservoir. Although his company
had yet to eam a dime, he was

quoted in the Vancouver Sun at
the time claiming that Aguatic
Cefulose would be profitable
within a year, and that thanks
to the world's nearly endless
supply of underwater lumber,
the company would ane day
hiene billions of dollars in
timber reserves. it didn't take
long for the dregm to got axed.
The log salvaging operation
went bust in 2003 and today
Anuatic Cellulnsa is a shall
company trading on the Over-
theCounter Bulletin Board
exchangs at less than a penny
a share,

Godsall believes the bréak-
through that will distinguish
Triton from previous faied
wonlunes is the use of airbags
as a refathvely cheap way of
raising cul logs 1o the water's
surface. Underwater trees. sink
when cut, and previous sal
vapse veniures used the same
machine that cut the trees to
delver them o the surface, It
would never be economical 1o
have a muitimillion-doliar sub-
marine spend most of ts day
fermying logs to the surface,
Godsall conciuded.

Triton didn’t have to
rabment the wheel underwater
SEIWS are commonplace in
underwater log salvaging, and
airhags are often used to float
sunken ships. The key to
Godsall's verture was [o unite
the: two in & remiotedy operated
submarine, And for that, he
found a deep pool of expertise,

This province: has & world-
wide reputation for know-how in
submersible systems, thanks
to ploneers such as Phil Nuytien,
principal owner of North
Vancouvor's Nuytco ond its
sister company CanDive
Construction. Godsall also
points to such outfits as

OceanWorks Imemational
Com.. another MNorth Vancouver
comipany that supples com-
mercial and military clients
aroLind the weorkd with diving
systems and underwater tools.
And on Triton's homs turf,
Intamational Submarine
Engineering Ltd. in Victona has
buit more than 200 undersea
vehicles and 300 robatic
manipuators. in nearty Sydney,
the Institute of Ocean Sciences
has its own undeswater vehicle
dedicated to researching B.C.
waters. “Our greatest attribute
was our ability to attract amanng
peopie nom the marnine tech-
nology sector and the forestry

soctor in British Colurrbia,®
Godsall recalls. “Many of these
people became investors in
Triton and became employees
with Triton.”

He points to thé exampie of
Mo Keewil, third-generation
namesake of the founder of
mindng giant Teck Cominco,
The UBC engineedng grad was
an early investor in Triton, and
today oversess systems devel
opment for Triton as VP of engl-
neering. Currently, Triton owns
one Sowfish submarning ond
has. two secondgeneration
modhels in production. The
latest model carmies a Sdinch

chainsaw capabia of filing an
underwater tree in thee mine
utes, Thanks to a payioad of
50 aivbags, it can harvest that
many tees before resurfacing.

The technology doesn’l
comi cheap: a Sawfish costs
anywhere from $600,000 to
53 million depending on horse-
power and the types of trees to
be harvested.

Godsall estimates that five
hilion board fest of high-quality
timber are waiting to be har-
vested from B.G, lakes,

Triton's biggest project o
date: has been at Ootsa Lawe
in northem B.C., whem the

company has been salvaging

consulling services in the
U.5. and in Tasmania, but has
never operated Sawfish o
side of B,C. Godsall secs 2006
s the company’s breakthrough
year. It recently raised $5
million in private oquity, ond ho
expects Triton to break into the
black by yearend
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